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the attempt to reconcile action between the President and
Congress.

I declared myself unequivocally opposed to the whole
scheme, which I considered an outrage and a wrong. I said
that I was not in favor of any Constitutional Amendment
in the present condition of the country, that I knew not
what right Congress had to pass amnesty laws or prescribe
terms to the States.

Stanton interrupted to say that I was opposed to any
terms with Congress, that I was ironclad on this subject of
Reconstruction, and had not only fifteen-inch guns leveled
against Congress, but was for running my prow into
them.

I replied that I was not aware that I was unreasonable,
but my convictions were that Congress had no authority
to prescribe terms on which States should be represented;
that the Constitution had done this; that each house was
entitled to pass on the election and qualifications of each
member of its own body.

Stanton said that the convictions of Congress were
exactly opposed to mine, and, therefore, I could make no
compromise with them. I told him I could compromise
no principle, nor consent to any usurpation.

Dennison again said he was opposed to the plan, but
repeated that he did not know how soon the people or
States should be represented. I said immediately, if the
Representatives were loyal, I wish they could be sworn in
to-morrow.

Harlan was very reserved. He agreed, he said, with Mr.
Stanton in pretty much all he had said, and had no doubt
a majority of Congress wanted to be in harmony with the
President.

The session was very long, extending over nearly four
hours, most of the time on the subject of Reconstruction,
the President speaking twice at considerable length and
objecting to all conditions precedent to admitting loyal
Members to the seats.